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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1. Claims 1 and 5 are objected to because of the following informalities: Improper grammar and 
confusing language. The grammatical structure of these Claims as currently written is not correct, and the 
addition of the phrase 'an ozone solution-ultraviolet irradiation treating process' is confusing and 
unnecessary. Furthermore, the phrase 'in the state where' should be replaced with 'while.' Moreover, the 
transitional phrase 'characterized in,' while not technically improper in the current instance, is not the 
preferred transitional phrase in U.S. practice - the transitional phrase 'comprising' is synonymous and 
preferred. The Examiner recommends that Claim 1 be rewritten, for instance, as "A pretreatment method 
for an electroless plating material comprising irradiating a resin material with ultraviolet rays while said 
resin material is in contact with a [first] solution containing ozone," or some such equivalent (the 
bracketed term 'first' is unnecessary in these Claims, but need not be removed if Applicants so prefer). 
Claim 5 should similarly be rewritten. Appropriate correction is required. 

2. Claim 2 is objected to because of the following informalities: Improper grammar. It appears that 
the word 'comprising' is missing between the words 'further' and 'carrying'. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

3. Claim 9 is objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c) as being in improper form because a multiple 
dependent claim cannot depend from another multiple dependent claim. See MPEP § 608.01 (n). 
Accordingly, the claim has not been further treated on the merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for 
the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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5. Claims 1 - 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Honma, et al. (United 
States Patent 6,992,000 B2, hereafter Honma) 

The applied reference has a common assignee with the instant application. Based upon the 
earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This 
rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome either by a showing under 37 CFR 1.132 that any 
invention disclosed but not claimed in the reference was derived from the inventor of this application and 
is thus not the invention "by another," or by an appropriate showing under 37 CFR 1.131. 

6. Regarding Claim 1, Honma teaches a pretreatment method for an electroless plating material 
(see Column 1, lines 6-16, and Column 3, tines 22 - 26) characterized in that an ozone solution- 
ultraviolet irradiation treating process of irradiating a resin material in the state where said resin material is 
in contact with a first solution containing ozone is carried out (see Column 3, lines 27 - 32, and Column 7, 
lines 11 -20). 

7. Regarding Claims 2 and 3, Honma teaches the method further comprising carrying out an alkali 
treating process of bringing said resin material after said ozone solution-ultraviolet irradiation treating 
process into contact with a second solution containing an alkaline component and wherein said second 
solution further contains at least one of an anionic surface active agent and a nonionic surface active 
agent (see Column 3, lines 32 - 37, and Column 7, lines 22 - 27). 

8. Regarding Claim 4, Honma teaches the method wherein said first solution contains one of an 
organic polar solvent and an inorganic polar solvent as a solvent (see Column 7, lines 53 - 62). 

9. Regarding Claim 5, Honma teaches a method for producing a member having a plated coating 
(see again Column 1, lines 6- 16), characterized in that the method includes a pretreatment method as 
in Claim 1 and an electroless plating process of subjecting said resin material after said ozone solution- 
ultraviolet irradiation pretreatment process to electroless plating (see Column 3, lines 22 - 26, and 
Column 8, lines 33-51). 

10. Regarding Claims 6 and 7, Honma teaches the method further comprising an alkali treating 
process of bringing said resin material into contact with a second solution containing an alkaline 
component, between said ozone solution-ultraviolet irradiation treating process and said electroless 
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plating process and wherein said second solution further contains at least one of an anionic surface 
active agent and a nonionic -surface active agent (see again Column 7, lines 22 - 27). 
1 1 . Regarding Claim 8, Honma teaches the method wherein said first solution contains one of an 
organic polar solvent and an inorganic polar solvent as a solvent (see Column 7, lines 53 - 62). 



12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Ronald D. Lafond whose telephone number is (571) 270-1878. The examiner can normally 
be reached on M - F, 9:30 AM - 6 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Michael Cleveland can be reached on (571) 272-1418. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative 
or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 
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